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2020 Accomplishments
• Moved from the design to
construction phase on the new
YMCA project, a +$35 million
project between the City, Oskaloosa
Community School District,
and YMCA
• Rehabilitated 3rd Avenue East
pavement, a $186,055 project
• Completed Phases 1 and 2 of the 6th
Street curb and gutter replacement
in the amount of $127,508

Complimentary Issue

Message from your Mayor
It is an honor and privilege to enter my 12th year as Mayor and exit a
year that included a pandemic, an event that made its way into our daily
discourse and impacted our work and community more than we could
have ever envisioned. Thankfully, the grip of the pandemic is anticipated
to lessen its hold this year while we move forward on our city priorities.
These include continued work on infrastructure such as sanitary sewer, Mayor
wastewater, and roads, while supporting efforts to promote dining and Dave Krutzfeldt
socializing, connectivity with pedestrian spaces and trails, arts & entertainment, housing,
and beautification & wayfinding. We have passionate employees and board & commission
members working hard to address our challenges. If you have suggestions or would like to
join us in our efforts, please reach out to me at: david.krutzfeldt@oskaloosaiowa.org.
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• Preserved the historic North 17th
Street Bridge and constructed a new
bridge with City and grant funds
totaling $562,493, utilizing 80/20
matching funds from the Iowa DOT
• Completed improvements at
Edmundson Park including
tuckpointing of the historical
limestone structures at the main
entrances, storm water pipe
replacement, and removal of the
deteriorated stage
• Completed renovations at
Edmundson Golf Course Pro Shop
including siding, doors, windows,
paint, and patio enlargement
• Phase II of the downtown building
Façade Improvement Project west
side of square, a $907,000 project
• Awarded $500,000 CDBG Grant for
Phase 3 downtown building Façade
Improvement Project – south side
of square
• Chip sealed a total of 27,000 linear
feet of roads (approx. 90 blocks @
300’/block), located mostly in the
southern/southeast half of the city
• Sewer utility work for calendar year
2020 totaled $2,085,316
• Awarded $639,00 Iowa DOT Grant
funding to complete corridor safety
improvements along A Avenue and
Market Street

IHCC:
<$0.03

State of Iowa:
<$0.01

Oskaloosa School District:
$0.37

City of Oskaloosa:
$0.37

Mahaska County:
$0.24

By The Numbers
Year

Residential Permits

Construction Valuation
of Permits Issued

Units
Demolished

New Units
Built

2016

16

20

$ 3,218,167 $11,948,716 $15,166,883

2017

16

16

$ 2,566,683 $ 8,603,629 $11,170,312

2018

19

21

$ 4,224,540 $13,416,027 $17,640,567

2019

19

29

$ 5,540,898 $17,443,162 $22,984,060

2020

12

30

$ 6,768,426 $33,759,876 $40,528,302

5-Year Avg.

16

23

$ 4,463,743 $17,034,282 $21,498,025

5-Year Total

82

116

$22,318,714 $85,171,410 $107,490,124

Residential

Comm./
Ind./Civic

Total

Despite pandemic related challenges, Oskaloosa again saw strong construction
investment in 2020. The greatest increase came in construction valuations, particularly
for commercial/industrial/civic permits. The estimated $40 million valuation greatly
surpassed 2019’s high of $23 million and nearly doubled our 5-year average. Permits
were issued for 30 new residential dwelling units including 12 apartments, 6 single-family
homes, and 12 duplex units. In addition, 12 dilapidated structures were demolished.
Construction activity in Oskaloosa continues to show a very strong upward trend, and we
hope this continues in 2021.
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Upcoming 2021-2022 Projects
• Façade Improvement Project - Phase 3:
Continued investment in downtown will
occur with the next phase of the Façade
Improvement project. Phase 3 will include
six buildings south of the downtown square
and construction will kick off this spring. The
current project budget is $965,255 shared
through a partnership with IEDA CDBG
funding of $500,000, City $263,000, and
property owners $202,255. The investment
in downtown buildings by the City, State, and
property owners through Phases 1- 3 will
exceed $2.6 million.
• Construction of the YMCA: The project
will encompass 90,000 square feet (12
acres total) to include an early childhood
education center, a recreation/fitness
center, outdoor surface parking, public/
private streets, cycling/pedestrian ways
and storm water management features.
Construction is underway and is anticipated
to be completed in 2021. The total project
is estimated at +$35 million with funding
through the City’s Local Option Sales Tax
(LOST), the Oskaloosa Community School
District’s statewide penny sales tax, and local
donors.
• Hotel Motel Tax Election: A ballot question
will be presented to voters March 2, 2021,
seeking approval to raise the existing 5% hotel
motel tax to 7%. Revenue from the proposed
2% increase, estimated to generate an
additional $58,000 - $74,000 per year, would
be used to further promote recreation,
tourism, and economic development; and as
a means to address project needs identified
through initiatives such as the Oskaloosa

Visit the City’s
web site to view
more details
and drawings
of all 6 buildings
slated for Facade
Improvement
Project Phase 3.

Creative Placemaking Action Plan (www.
oskaloosaplacemaking.com). The 7% rate is
consistent with rates currently imposed by
surrounding communities.
• Corridor Safety Improvements: Two traffic
projects totaling nearly $1.0 million are
anticipated to begin in summer 2021. One,
to convert A Avenue and Market Street
from four lanes to three - project budget of
$683,000, with $500,000 provided by the
Iowa DOT. Second, new traffic signals at the
intersection of Market Street and C Avenue project budget of $286,000, with Iowa DOT
providing $139,000.
• Meadow Creek Subdivision Reconstruction
Project: This neighborhood will receive
concrete roadway reconstruction during
2021. The project is estimated at more than
$1.6 million to complete.
• Edmundson Playground: A community
steering committee has set a fundraising
goal of $600,000 to replace the wooden
playground (installed in 1994) with new
equipment that will be inclusive, accessible,
and safe.

Contact your Council Representative

Diane Ottosson
1st Ward

676.5033

Joe Caligiuri
At Large

Bob Drost
2nd Ward

676.5034

Scottie Moore
At Large
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Doug Yates
3rd Ward

676.5035

Tom Walling
At Large

Steve Burnett
4th Ward

676.5036

Mayor
Dave Krutzfeldt

• Wastewater
Facility
Improvements:
Continue work on both the southwest and
northeast wastewater plants, a +$3.5 million
project started in 2018 and continuing
through 2022.
• Marje Subdivision: With the final plat
approved in 2020 and roadway pavement
and streetlight installation complete, watch
for more housing construction in 2021 in
alignment with the Council goal to improve
the quality and availability of housing.
• Post Office Redevelopment: Oskaloosa Post
Development LLC is continuing their efforts
to rehab the old post office building with
completion anticipated in 2021.
• Stormwater Master Plan: The City is
partnering with HR Green to develop a
stormwater master plan. The purpose of the
plan is to identify concerns; develop capital
improvement options; assess operations,
maintenance, and staffing needs; determine
equitable stormwater utility rates; and
consider future plan updates.
• US 63 to Highway 23 Local Connector: The
City, industry partners, Mahaska Chamber,
and Mahaska County representatives are
collaborating to see improvements that
create a full loop around Oskaloosa from
the SE to the NE. If successful in securing
funding, a contract would be entered into
with McClure Engineering to design and
inspect the road construction project.
• Chip Sealing: SW quadrant of town
is scheduled for annual chip sealing
(75-100 blocks).
• Comprehensive Development Plan update:
This project will kick off in 2021 and will be
a year long planning effort that engages the
community in its creation. A comprehensive
development plan has three fundamental
purposes: providing an essential legal basis
for land regulation such as zoning and
subdivision control; presenting a unified and
compelling vision for a community, inspired
by the input of its residents; and defining the
specific action necessary to fulfill that vision.

676.5038
676.5037
676.5039
676.5006
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$0.26853
$2.50000
$0.21478
$0.25507

County Hospital

Ag Extension

County Assessor

Combined Tax Rate
$49.68477
$43.31361
$43.42960
$43.40120
$35.17045
$38.09589
$41.42781
$37.84319
$35.31803
$38.71351
$40.55530

0.01%
2.58%
100.00%

0.66%

0.55%

County General Basic*
$0.0904

Pioneer Cemetery*
$0.0000

59.04%
3.47%
0.46%
22.42%
14.60%
100.00%

$2,912,474
$98,211
$21,563
$1,020,813
$755,051
$4,808,112

County General Supplemental*
$0.0449

Oskaloosa School District
$0.3666

Indian Hills C.C.
$0.0258

County Hospital
$0.0646

MH/DD Services*
$0.0223

State of Iowa
$0.0001

1‐07‐2021

Ag Extension
$0.0055
County Assessor
$0.0066

County Debt Service*
$0.0069

registration and title fees), Franchise Fees, Local Option Sales Tax, and proceeds from issued debt (property taxes)

** Road maintenance and construction is typically funded by Road Use Tax Funds (i.e. gas excise tax,

B. City Council, Finance and Administration
Building Maintenance & Utilities
Elections
Financial and General Administration
Information Technology
Legal Services
Mayor and Council
Planning & Zoning

C. Parks, Recreation & Culture
Edmundson Pool
Bandstand Maintenance
City Square & Parks Maintenance
Chamber/Main Street Support
Forest Cemetery Contribution
Library Operations & Maintenance

The City's General Fund Pays For:

A. Public Safety
Animal Control/Shelter Operations
Building Inspection Services
Fire Protection
Nuisance Enforcement
Police Protection
Street Lighting

How a $1.00 of Property Tax in Oskaloosa is Divided by Entity ‐ FY2021

City of Oskaloosa
$0.3662

City Tax Rate
$22.45650
$18.56275
$17.70364
$17.14000
$15.68558
$15.63072
$15.62578
$15.07425
$14.83076
$14.17642
$13.77301

"How do my city property taxes compare to others?"

0.69%
6.46%

$8.37000
$0.49178
$0.06540
$3.17903
$2.07021
$14.17642

City Property Tax Rate Information: "What do my city property taxes pay for?"

General Fund (includes 8.10 and 0.27 levies)
Property/Liability Insurance
Municipal Band
Retirement and Health Insurance
Debt Service (borrowing)
Total

City Council Focus Areas:
1. Maintain a safe community with small town feel and charm.
2. Improve critical road and utility infrastructure to meet existing and future needs.
3. Improve the quality and availability of housing, and community amenities to help attract and retain the local workforce.
4. Improve community gateways and corridors to be more visually appealing and welcoming.

City
OTTUMWA
KNOXVILLE
KEOKUK
NEWTON
WAVERLY
FAIRFIELD
BOONE
FORT MADISON
GRINNELL
OSKALOOSA
STORM LAKE

$0.00270
$0.99980
$38.71351

$0.86423

MH/DD Services*

County Debt Service*

State of Iowa
Indian Hills C.C.
Total for Oskaloosa Residents

2.23%

$1.74000

County General Supplemental*

0.00%
4.49%

$0.00000

9.04%

$3.50000

36.66%
36.62%
24.13%

Pioneer Cemetery*

$14.19198
$14.17642
$9.34261

County General Basic*

Oskaloosa School District
City of Oskaloosa
Mahaska County*

Combined Property Tax Rate Information: "Where do my property taxes go?"

Property Tax Rate Information Fiscal Year 2021 ‐ Oskaloosa, Iowa

