
MINUTES
OSKALOOSA PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES

MONDAY—MAY 18, 2015—4:00 P.M.

The meeting was called to order by Board President Judy Bishop.  Roll call was taken by Board 
secretary Susan Hasso with Trustees Ken Allsup, Sally Posovich, Kathy Rothfus, and Candace Slobe 
present.  Also present was Library Director William Ottens.

Minutes: Motion was made by Posovich, seconded by Allsup, to approve the minutes of the April 27, 2015, 
Board meeting.  Motion passed.

Board Correspondence, Public Input or Friends Report: None.

Director’s Report:  Library Director William Ottens highlighted some of the items in his report to the Board.
Programs and Events Update: About forty people attended the Prohibition in Eastern Iowa event, and 
many had positive comments about Linda McCann and her presentation.
The Summer Reading Program will kick off on June 1st with a picnic in the Reading Garden from 5:00 – 7:00 
p.m. The Summer Lunch Program will be providing free hot dogs, the Optimists will have free popcorn, and 
Sno Biz will be providing free treats. There will be some crafts for kids, and the youth director at the George 
Daily Auditorium will have an interactive story time. The Summer Reading Program will last from June 1 to 
July 24. 
The Mahaska Reads committee has met and determined a title for this year’s program. We’ll be meeting 
over the summer to discuss programming and events. The program will most likely run between September 
15 and October 15.
Boiler Repairs Update: Baker Group was in the library for part of their preventative maintenance visit and 
have ordered the parts to repair the boilers. Baker Group still have hours on their preventative 
maintenance visit, some of which they plan to use to do the boiler repairs. This is replacing a leaking gasket 
on one boiler and replacing the same gasket on the second to prevent leaking
Third Floor Restrooms: The restrooms on the third floor have been closed because of an issue with the tile 
flooring. There have been other issues such as the cracking of drywall and the separation of the carpet in 
the building. The library has contacted both the contractor for the expansion, DDvi, and OPN Architects to 
have them come and do a walk-through of the building. OPN is bringing a structural engineer with them.
Continuing Education: This month’s continuing education discussion included a chapter from the Iowa 
Library Trustee’s Handbook entitled Top Five Things Every Library Should Know.

Committee Reports:
Staff Committee – Jane Ireland, chair: None
Budget & Finance Committee – Judy Bishop, chair: None
Policy & Planning Committee – Candace Slobe, chair: None
Technology Committee – Kathy Rothfus, chair: None
Building & Grounds – Michael Collins, chair: The Building and Grounds Committee have discussed the 
issues with the building, and City Manager Michael Schrock has been informed of the issues.

Unfinished Business:
Sex Offenders Policy Revision: William contacted both the city attorney, David Dixon, and Mandy Easter at 
the Iowa State Law Library about the concerns mentioned at April’s meeting. Both felt that the revised 
wording in the Sex Offenders Policy was appropriate. Registered sex offenders would need to contact the 



library director to request written permission to attend an open meeting. This does not violate the open 
meeting law. The wording in that section was revised to reduce redundancy. Motion was made by Allsup, 
seconded by Posovich, to approve the revised Sex Offender Policy with the language as written.
Motion passed.

New Business: None

Approval of Claims: Motion was made by Rothfus, seconded by Allsup, to approve payment of the May
claims.  Motion passed.

Adjournment:  Motion was made by Allsup, seconded by Rothfus, to adjourn.  Motion passed.

The next regular meeting will be on Monday, June 22, 2015, at 4:00 p.m. in the library meeting room.

Respectfully submitted,

Susan Hasso
For the Board


