
MINUTES
OSKALOOSA PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES

MONDAY—APRIL 27, 2015—4:00 P.M.

The meeting was called to order by Board Vice-president Michael Collins.  Roll call was taken by 
Susan Hasso with Trustees Ken Allsup, Chris Harbour, Jane Ireland, Sally Posovich, and Candace 
Slobe present.  Judy Bishop arrived later. Also present was Library Director William Ottens.

Minutes: Motion was made by Allsup, seconded by Ireland, to approve the minutes of the March 23, 2015, 
Board meeting.  Motion passed.

Board Correspondence, Public Input or Friends Report: William said that he had received an email from 
Candace, giving her resignation from the Library Board effective the end of June. He thanked her for all of 
her service to the Board.

Director’s Report:  Library Director William Ottens highlighted some of the items in his report to the Board.
Programs and Events Update: April is National Poetry Month, and we set up a “Poetry Nook” in the 
entryway of the library, encouraging patrons to write poems for us to distribute in random places 
throughout town. There was a good response. There was also a poetry slam contest for teens on Thursday, 
April 23, at 6:30 p.m.

To raise money for teen activities, the Teen Advisory Board will be hosting a Community Impact Night at 
Pizza Ranch on May 20 from 5 to 7 p.m. The teens will greet customers and bus tables in exchange for 10% 
of the bills of customers who present the community impact night flier to their server.

The library is currently hosting a traveling History of the Book exhibit from the Iowa Center for the Book, 
which is set up in the reading room on the second floor. It contains replicas of books from different time 
periods, and we’ll be hosting two programs related to the exhibit in May.

The program by Linda McCann entitled Prohibition in Eastern Iowa will be Monday, April 27 at 6:00 p.m. 
The event will be in conjunction with the Cellar Peanut Pub and the Friends of the Library.

The Library is in the finishing stages of planning for this year’s Summer Reading program, which will run 
from June 1 to July 24. There have been over $3,300 in donations from local businesses and organizations 
to support the Summer Reading program. Nancy Jones did a display entitled “Hometown Heroes” to 
acknowledge the program’s supporters.

Book Sale Update: The Book Sale went fairly well. The Friends preview night was busy, and there were 8 
new Friends memberships. In total, the sale brought in $1830.85, which will be evenly divided among the 
Adult Memorial, Teen Memorial, and Children’s Memorial to be used for new materials. Because there 
were plenty of items left over, we are continuing the $1 bag sale to clear out what’s left.
Children’s Room Update: The computer tables, book bins, carpet, and TV have all arrived. We have 
received positive comments from patrons and staff about the new furniture. Before Summer Reading, we 
plan to move the children’s chapter books to the front of the children’s nonfiction to improve visibility and 
accessibility.
Boiler Repairs: One of the boilers had a gasket leaking, which set off the wet floor alarm. Baker Group 
determined the leak and also looked at the other boiler. They have suggested a replacement for the same 



gasket. They plan to do the repairs during their spring preventative maintenance visit to cut down on travel 
costs for us.
Strategic Plan Update: For this month’s continuing education discussion, William presented an update on 
the FY 2014-FY 2016 Strategic Plan. He highlighted some of the objectives and how we have progressed 
with those objectives.

William said that there was good attendance at the computer classes. There has also been quite a bit of 
action on the library’s social media accounts.

Committee Reports:
Staff Committee – Jane Ireland, chair: None
Budget & Finance Committee – Judy Bishop, chair: None
Policy & Planning Committee – Candace Slobe, chair: The Policy and Planning Committee will have items 
under New Business.
Technology Committee – Kathy Rothfus, chair: None
Building & Grounds – Michael Collins, chair: None

Unfinished Business: None

New Business:
Iowa Communications Network (ICN) Policy Revision: The Policy and Planning Committee met and 
reviewed the Iowa Communications Network (ICN) Policy. The committee suggested changing the wording 
under Use of the ICN to read during the library’s operating hours rather than listing the days and times as 
is currently in the policy. Motion was made by Bishop, seconded by Harbour, to approve the revised ICN 
policy. Motion passed.
Reference & Information Services Policy Revision: The Policy and Planning Committee reviewed the 
Reference & Information Services Policy, and they suggested the following revision. Change the fifth bullet 
under Limitations of Service to read In depth instructions in the use of computer programs.
Motion was made by Harbour, seconded by Posovich, to approve the revised Reference and Information 
Services Policy. Motion passed.
Sex Offenders Policy Revision: The Policy and Planning Committee reviewed the Sex Offenders Policy and 
suggested the following revision. In the first sentence under Attendance at Open Public Meetings remove 
the phrase wishing to apply for written permission. After discussion, the motion was amended by Harbour,
approved by Bishop, to table approval of the Sex Offenders revised policy until next month’s meeting. 
Motion passed. 

Approval of Claims: Motion was made by Bishop, seconded by Allsup, to approve payment of the April
claims.  Motion passed.

Adjournment:  Motion was made by Harbour, seconded by Allsup, to adjourn.  Motion passed.

The next regular meeting will be on Monday, May 18, 2015, at 4:00 p.m. in the library meeting room.

Respectfully submitted,

Susan Hasso
For the Board


