
WATER BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Regular Meeting 

May 18, 2015 
4:00 PM 

Location: 1208 South  St. 
 

Agenda 
 

1. Approve Agenda. 
 

2. Presentation of Water Meter Analytics for Consideration by the Board of 
Trustees. 

 
3. Approve Minutes of the April 20, 2015, Regular Meeting. 

 
4. Approve Invoices and Financial Statements. 

 
5. Customer Forum. 

 
6. Consideration and Discussion of High Water Bill for 509 High Avenue 

East. 
 

7. Consideration and Discussion of Bill from Liebus Concrete. 
 

8. Consideration and Discussion of Agreement between Oskaloosa 
Municipal Water Department and Garden & Associates for Engineering 
and Related Services for Carbonado Road Project. 

 
9. Consideration and Discussion of Job Opening(s) for Water/Wastewater 

Maintenance I. 
 

10. General Manager’s Update. 
 

11. Miscellaneous. 
 

  



INFORMATION CONCERNING AGENDA ITEMS: 
 
Agenda Item #2 
Dan Sinclair with Metering Technology and Solutions will be here to present an option for you 
to consider regarding new metering technology and analytical metrics. 
 
Agenda Item #5 
“This is the item reserved to receive comments from the community, our customers, for concerns 
whether or not they are included in the current agenda.  The community is encouraged to come and 
speak before the Water Board of Trustees and asked to keep statements brief.  Any questions are to 
be asked of the Water Department staff and Board of Trustee members prior to speaking to the full 
Board of Trustees so concerns may be properly researched and answered away from the meeting.  
Comments are to be directed to the Board of Trustees only.”  
There are no items to present at this time because the next two items will be related to this issue.   
 
Agenda Item #6 
Jo Broerman of 509 High Avenue East has a large water bill to discuss with the Board.  
Sometime between the February meter reading and the May reading a leak developed at this 
residence.  OMWD was alerted to it through the normal course of meter reading.  Staff contacted 
Ms. Broerman to alert her of the high usage. Staff then went to help her locate the cause of the 
usage.  They were able to find the cause and help Ms. Broerman remedy it.  As a result, Ms. 
Broerman’s usage, which annually averages 9 units, has jumped to 415 units.  The water portion 
of this bill will be $2128.95.  Ms. Broerman has asked to address the Board in regard to this high 
bill.  The information will be attached this packet. 
 
Agenda Item #7 
Denny Liebus, Liebus Concrete Products, will be in attendance to discuss a bill for concrete 
product that he claims was ruined as a result of fire hydrant flushing.  This item was briefly 
discussed last month by the General Manager.  A copy of the bill will be attached to your packet. 
 
Agenda Item #8 
I sent you the email Friday from Garden in relation to this topic.  This is for the design of the 
Carbonado Road water main improvement project and is follow up to the RFP that was approved 
last month. 
 
Agenda Item #9 
This is a continuation of the discussion from the April 6, 2015 special meeting.  I have attached a 
copy of the job description that has been developed for these positions.  In my conversations 
with the City Manager there is a demonstrable need for additional employees to work in 
wastewater.  As talks have progressed with the Wastewater/Water Working Committee, this 
topic has been brought up.  I am at the point where we will list these openings and hold 



interviews etc.  From an administrative perspective, OMWD will bill the City for the wages and 
benefits of any new employees that perform work on the City’s wastewater treatment and/or 
collection system.  At the April 6 meeting the Board asked that a legal agreement be drawn up.  
Currently, our lawyers are reviewing the agreement, and discussing any necessary changes or 
modifications with the City’s legal counsel.   
 
Agenda Item #10 
 In conjunction with Item #9, the City has had the services of OMWD’s treatment plant 

operator since the end of December 2014.  While the weather was colder, distribution 
projects are minimalized, however, with spring upon us the projects are starting to stack 
up and we have been short-staffed as a result.  Currently, one of OMWD’s distribution 
operators has been covering plant operations.  We need to consider how to best approach 
a solution to this issue.   

 June 1 Hydro Klean will be here to remove and replace the filter media in Filter #1. 
 Wells #22 and #25 have been cleaned and rehabilitated.  The pumps have been replaced 

and we are awaiting bacterial analysis before returning them to service. 
 The contractor has been working on water main for the  Avenue East project.  At this 

time, new main has been installed from Market to between South  and South  and along 
South  from  Avenue East to  Avenue East.  I have requested that we hold weekly 
progress meetings to eliminate some communication issues between the department and 
the contractor. 

 The water main project that we had slated for G Avenue West has been completed.  The 
casing has been bored under the railroad, water main installed, pressure test passed and 
bacterial analysis complete.  We will work towards reconstructing the street in the near 
future. 

 I have responded to the Iowa DNR with regard to the Sanitary Survey.  I will include that 
in your packet. 

 
Agenda Item #11 
There have been no leaks to report this month.   
I have nothing else at this time, should something arise, I will inform you on Monday. 
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