
CITY OF OSKALOOSA
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
May 11, 2015

A regularly-scheduled meeting of the Planning and Zoning (P&Z) Commission for the City of 
Oskaloosa was called to order at 4:30 p.m. on Monday, May 11, 2015, by Pamela Blomgren at 220 
South Market Street, Oskaloosa, Iowa.  

COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT: Pamela Blomgren, Wyndell Campbell, Andrew Jensen, R. D. Keep, 
Sarah Tarbell and Gabriel Wagner.  COMMISSION MEMBERS ABSENT: None. CITY STAFF PRESENT:  
Akhilesh Pal, Wyatt Russell and Marilyn Johannes.  OTHERS PRESENT:  Tim Olson, architect, Big Creek 
Design Group, Inc.,  Craig Ver Steeg, chair of the Central Reformed Church Building Committee, Tom 
Walling, David Krutzfeldt, and several citizens.

Minutes from the April 13, 2015 Planning and Zoning Commission regular meeting.
It was moved by Campbell, seconded by Jensen to approve the April 13, 2015 Planning and Zoning 
Commission meeting minutes.  The vote was: YES – Blomgren, Campbell, Jensen, Keep, Tarbell and 
Wagner. No – none.  Motion carried.

Election of Chairperson
It was moved by Campbell, seconded by Jensen to appoint Pamela Blomgren Chair of the 
commission.  Motion carried with all aye votes.

Election of Vice-Chairperson
It was moved by Tarbell, seconded by Campbell to appoint Andrew Jensen Vice-Chair.  Motion 
carried with all aye votes.

Citizens to be Heard
Mary Wisbrock, 909 2nd Avenue East, John Bixler, 910 1st Avenue East, Mark Sullivan, 910 2nd Avenue 
East, Randy Horn, 914 1st Avenue East, Bryce Abbas, 1105 North 2nd Street, member of the Central 
Reformed Church Building Committee, and Glen Schultz, son-in-law of Bertha Beyer, 908 1st Avenue 
East, addressed the commission.  A written comment was received from Violet M. Jones, 315 South 9
th Street.

Citizens expressed concern about access to their garages and parking, runoff, how the sale would 
affect their property value and the inconvenience.

Craig Ver Steeg, 2911 Galeston Avenue, chair of the church building committee, addressed the 
commission regarding their plans.  Ver Steeg said the church wants to be a good neighbor and would
grant easements to property owners for access.  Campbell pointed out the Planning and Zoning 
Commission has nothing to do with personal easements.  Ver Steeg withdrew Request #1 and 
Request #3.  

Joan Felton, 807 3rd Avenue East, said they can’t get into their parking area if the alley is vacated and 
sold.  Ver Steeg withdrew Request #4.



Tim Olson, architect from Big Creek Design Group, Inc. gave a presentation on the church’s plans for 
the area.  He indicated the church plans to pave the alleys and maintain them, install new storm 
sewer intakes and said they will address runoff concerns.

Campbell asked staff about the precedence on taking over a street.  Pal said cities do allow streets to
be sold.  Campbell said the residents will still have a direct route to Highway 63 and to the 
downtown square.

Blomgren asked what the responsibility of the owner of a street is.  Pal said the property owner is 
responsible for maintaining the street, required to maintain to city standards.  Blomgren said that 
seems vague.  Pal said needs to meet public works standards.

Olson said Phase 1 is for a small addition that will not require closure of the street but future plans 
will require closure of the street so need to own the street to achieve plans.

Jensen said he had hesitation about closing any street but would like to be able to see the Central 
Reformed Church expand.  Jensen said perhaps it would be better not to act now on the request 
given the information provided to the residents today.  Olson said delaying the decision could affect 
the congregation’s vote on the project on June 7.  He also said the church has to own the street 
before then in order to plan.

Campbell said he tends to go along with Jensen’s suggestion given the information provided, could 
have alleviated a lot of resident’s concerns.  Campbell said he didn’t understand why need to 
accommodate plans when the project is many years down the road and said dedicating 2nd Avenue 
might be a little premature.

Ver Steeg said need to address handicap accessible issues now.  The church wants to accommodate 
the handicapped members of the church by putting in an elevator and handy restrooms.  

Olson said the church doesn’t want to spend the money on Phase 1 if they can’t proceed with Phase 
2.  It is a make or break deal, have to own street.  The project may not go forward without ownership
of street.  Olson said the church might maintain the street better than the city to be good neighbors. 
Ver Steeg said need to move quickly to address issues to accommodate the handicapped.  Olson said
the ramp the church now has is twice the slope the ADA requires and the church needs a bigger 
narthex.  (Mark Sullivan, 910 2nd Avenue East, said the church can close the street any time they 
want to if they own it.)

Jensen:  Biggest concern in process is in regard to neighborhood.  Before vote want more public 
input.  Want to table item to get more public input.  Have a special Planning and Zoning Commission 
meeting. 

It was moved by Jensen, seconded by Campbell to table the street closure request.  Campbell said if 
church vote fails, the church will own a street they don’t need to own.

Olson said the church wants to invest in the neighborhood.  What do you want to know?

Tarbell:  Information is valuable.  Give neighbors time to get information.



Campbell: Maybe after presentation to neighbors there might not be as much opposition.

Blomgren said it appears the neighborhood had not been informed until now.  Can’t force more 
communication after vote.  

Campbell:  We can only make a recommendation.  Council makes the decision.  Jensen said he wants
perspective.  Willing to have a special session.  Ver Steeg replied they have tried to talk to neighbors. 
Jensen said the public works department takes public input.

Tarbell:  Maybe after presentation and discussion of request the neighborhood might want the 
church to proceed with other requests that were withdrawn.

Pal said dealing with two matters:  (1) Request #2 – alley vacate.  Church owns all property on both 
sides of the alley.  Don’t believe hinders anyone.  (2) Street vacate.  The Public Works Department 
put a sign on the street regarding the public Planning and Zoning Commission meeting.  The 
department has already gotten comments.  Staff supports the street vacate.  The #1 reason for 
support is it slows down traffic and staff doesn’t see the street as a major corridor or minor corridor. 
Pal said public works can initiate a public meeting.  Matter requires scheduling a public hearing and 
three readings after that so plenty of time for public input.

Campbell asked if the motion was to table both requests.  Jensen:  Just the street vacate.

Michael Schrock, City Manager, said 12.24.050 of the city code says disposal of city property can be 
done by resolution following notice and hearing which requires one meeting.

Blomgren asked for a roll call vote on the motion to table action on the street vacation request until 
have additional public discussion.  The vote was: YES – Blomgren, Campbell, Jensen, Keep, Tarbell 
and Wagner. No – none.  Motion carried.

It was moved by Campbell, seconded by Jensen to approve the vacate and sale of a portion (256.5’ X 
16.5’) of the east-west alley lying adjacent to 815 2nd Avenue East and 802 1st Avenue East, a portion 
(136.5’ X 16.5’) of the east-west alley lying adjacent to 810 & 814 2nd Avenue East, and a portion 
(120’ X 16.5’) of the north-south alley lying adjacent to 810 2nd Avenue East.  The vote was: YES – 
Blomgren, Campbell, Jensen, Keep, Tarbell and Wagner. No – none.  Motion carried.

The commission scheduled a special meeting on Tuesday, May 26, at 4:30 p.m.

It was moved by Jensen, seconded by Keep that the meeting adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 
5:45 p.m.

Minutes by Marilyn Johannes


