
MINUTES
OSKALOOSA PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES

MONDAY – JULY 28, 2014 -- 4:00 P.M.

The meeting was called to order by Board president Judy Bishop. Roll call was taken by Board 
secretary Susan Hasso with Trustees Michael Collins, Chris Harbour, Sally Posovich, Kathy 
Rothfus, and Candace Slobe present. Also present was Library Director William Ottens.

Minutes: Bishop called for a motion to approve the minutes of the June 25, 2014, Board meeting. 
Motion was made by Collins, seconded by Slobe, to approve the minutes of the June 25, 2014, 
Board meeting. Motion passed.

Board Correspondence, Public Input or Friends Report: None.

Director’s Report:  Library Director William Ottens highlighted some of the items in his report 
to the Board.
Page Position: William updated the Board on the situation with the library page who injured her 
knee while at work. Due to medical issues not related to the knee injury, the City Manager 
requested that we terminate her employment effective Friday, July 18. City Hall has posted the 
listing for the now open position, and we will take applications through Monday, August 11.

Programs and Events Update: Summer Reading will draw to a close this week. Because of the 
Southern Iowa Fair and other events going on in town, attendance has dropped, but Kilie 
continues to provide exemplary programs to those children who attend. There were visits from 
Laura DeCook, who brought snakes, Ben’s Bubble Show, and Master Gardner Suzette Striegel. 
There was a Mini-Comic Con, which attracted 20 teens. For adults, Doug Wilson, a coal mining 
historian, presented a program on Muchakinock, which drew 40 adults.

The Summer Lunch program, though low in numbers, is going well. There is a sufficient number 
of site supervisors and volunteers.

William said that planning for Mahaska Reads continues. The kick-off will be on Monday, 
September 15 with Mahaska Book Night. Members of the committee will be giving away a 
limited number of free copies of this year’s selection, courtesy of the Library Foundation. On 
Tuesday, September 16, Pete Grady will be portraying Ulysses S. Grant. 

Boiler Pipe Leak Update: William told the Board that he had received the invoice from Baker 
Group for the work done to correct the leak in the boiler piping. However, William contacted the 
billing department because of a discrepancy with the labor hours they billed. The representative 
that William spoke with said that they do bill for transportation time, but she would look into the 
situation. When William called on Wednesday, she said that the repair man had traveled to the 
library to investigate the leak and then went to retrieve parts for the leak. The wrapping of the 
pipes, which Baker was to contract out, has yet to be completed.

Board of Trustee’s Library Policy Manuals: William said that the policy manuals will be ready 
next month.

Committee Reports:
Staff Committee – Jane Ireland, chair: None.
Budget & Finance Committee – Judy Bishop, chair: None
Policy & Planning Committee – Candace Slobe, chair: The Committee met and will have 
items under New Business.
Technology Committee – Kathy Rothfus, chair: None



Building & Grounds – Michael Collins, chair: Mike said that the committee met. They talked 
about the Baker Group invoice for the repair of the boiler piping. They also discussed the Cicada 
killers in the Reading Garden. Sally said that she noticed that the Reading Garden had been 
weeded and that it looked much better. William said that the care of the garden was a combined 
effort between the City’s Parks Department and Building Manager Mike Calzaretta. William is 
also working with the Key Club to do a day of weeding. Candace mentioned the United Way Day 
of Caring, where volunteers help with projects in the community.

Unfinished Business:
3M Self-check Machine:  At the August meeting the Board approved the purchase of a 3M Self 
check System Model 6422 (V2) at the cost of $16,620.00, with $5,000 to come from the Riefe 
Memorial Fund, $5,000 to come from the Dillon 3M Repair Fund, and $6,620 from the Library 
Maintenance Fund. However, the City Clerk felt that the Library Maintenance Fund was not 
appropriate for this purchase because the original machine was purchased after the renovation of 
the library with memorial funds, not the Library Maintenance Fund. William said that one option 
would be to use $11,620 from the Riefe Memorial Fund and $5,000 from the Dillon 3M Repair 
Fund. He asked the Board to discuss this and other options and make a motion to amend the 
original motion. During discussion Kathy voiced concern about depleting the Riefe Memorial 
Fund so quickly. After discussion, motion was made by Posovich, seconded by Collins, to change 
the original motion and to approve the purchase of the self-check using $11,620 from the Riefe 
Memorial Fund and $5,000 from the Dillon 3M Repair Fund. Motion passed.
Boiler Piping Leak Invoice: William said that he asked Baker Group to amend their service 
report to be more specific about what work was done. He asked for the Board to approve payment 
of the bill since it was over $500. Motion was made by Rothfus, seconded by Slobe, to approve 
payment of the bill. After discussion, the motion was unanimously denied. Motion was made by 
Harbour, seconded by Collins, to hold the Baker Group bill and not pay it until the Board has 
received more information concerning the work done and the wrapping of the pipes has been 
completed by the contracted company. Motion passed unanimously.
Election of Officers for FY15: Rothfus nominated Judy Bishop for president. Harbour seconded 
the nomination. Being no other nominations, Judy Bishop will be Board president for FY15. 
Rothfus nominated Mike Collins for vice-president. Slobe seconded the nomination. Being no 
other nominations, Mike Collins will be Board vice-president for FY15. Rothfus nominated 
Susan Hasso to continue as Board secretary. Posovich seconded the nomination. Being no other 
nominations, Susan Hasso will be Board secretary for FY15.

New Business:
Borrowing and Circulation Policy Review: The changes to the Borrowing and Circulation 
Policy include the following:
Under “In-Library Use of Materials” add “sexual orientation” and “gender identity” following 
“religion”.
Under “Circulation-Loan Periods for Materials” change “No” to “Yes” for Media-DVD/Blu-ray 
(feature), DVD games.
Under “Non-returned Library Materials” add “The library will not accept long overdue materials 
if the account has been reported to the Credit Bureau for those items.”
Motion was made by Rothfus, seconded by Slobe, to approve the Borrowing and Circulation 
Policy with the proposed changes. Motion passed. 
Unattended Children Policy Review: There were no changes to the Unattended Children Policy. 
Motion was made by Harbour, seconded by Posovich, to affirm the Unattended Children Policy 
as is. Motion passed. 
Children’s Programming Policy Review: The change to the Children’s Programming Policy is 
the addition of the following sentence: “Children who incessantly exhibit disruptive behavior that 
detracts from the experience of others in attendance may be asked to leave the programming 
room.”  Motion was made by Slobe, seconded by Rothfus, to approve the Children’s 
Programming Policy with the recommended change. Motion passed.



Softchoice Endpoint Protection Quote: William asked the Board to approve the renewal of our 
Softchoice endpoint protection software for the library’s computers for $514.14 with payment to 
come from the General Fund. Motion was made by Harbour, seconded by Slobe, to approve the 
renewal of the library’s Softchoice endpoint protection software for the library’s computers at a 
cost of $514.14 to come from the General Fund. Motion passed.

Approval of Claims: Motion was made by Collins, seconded by Rothfus, to approve payment of 
July claims. Motion passed.

President’s Remarks: Bishop thanked everyone for coming to the meetings and for being so 
cooperative to work with.

Adjournment: Motion was made by Posovich, seconded by Harbour, to adjourn. Motion passed.

The next regular meeting will be on Monday, August 25, 2014, at 4:00 p.m. in the library meeting 
room.

Respectfully submitted,

Susan Hasso
Library Administrative Assistant
for the Board


