
CITY OF OSKALOOSA
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
April 14, 2014

A regularly-scheduled meeting of the Planning and Zoning (P&Z) Commission for the City of 
Oskaloosa was called to order at 4:30 p.m. on Monday, April 14, 2014, by Chairman Jon 
Zobel, at 220 South Market Street, Oskaloosa, Iowa.  

COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT: Chairman Jon Zobel, Holden Barnhart, Brian Booy, 
R. D. Keep and Charlie Comfort (arrived at 4:45 p.m.). COMMISSION MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Michelle Purdum.  CITY STAFF PRESENT: Nate Willey, David Weide and Marilyn 
Johannes.  OTHERS PRESENT:  Brad Uitermarkt  (Garden & Associates) and Pam Tippet.

Minutes from the March 10, 2014 Planning and Zoning Commission meeting.
It was moved by Keep, seconded by Booy to approve the March 10, 2014 Planning and 
Zoning Commission minutes.  The vote was: YES – Zobel, Barnhart, Keep and Booy; No – 
none.  Motion carried.

Consider a request to approve the final plat for the William Penn University Addition and a 
request to waive the preliminary plat.
Brad Uitermarkt from Garden & Associates explained this is a 3 lot subdivision and the 
purpose of the request is to identify these parcels individually so they can be refinanced.  He 
explained there are no public or private improvements planned at this time.  It was moved by 
Keep, seconded by Booy to waive the preliminary plat and approve the final plat for the 
William Penn University Addition.  The vote was: YES – Zobel, Barnhart, Booy and Keep; No 
– none; Motion carried.

Consider a request to regulate the traffic on South 4th Street between 13th Avenue East and 
15th Avenue East by either restricting the on-street parking, converting it to a one-way street, 
or restricting truck and bus traffic.
Zobel explained this item was tabled from the last meeting to give the owners of the 
properties in the area the opportunity to speak to the commission regarding the request.  
Pam Tippett, 2651 Luminary Lane, owner of the property located at 409 15th Avenue East, 
addressed the commission regarding her concerns about the traffic congestion in the area 
due to school bus barn traffic and trucks from the businesses in the area.

(Charlie Comfort arrived at the meeting.)

The commission discussed the various options and whether or not they thought each option 
would solve the problem.  Willey explained that due to the increased traffic in the area 
because of the bus barn, his department was looking at upgrading 13th and South 4th.  The 
commission considered asking the city to widen the intersection at South 4th and 15th Avenue
but decided that option would set a precedent for future such requests.  Keep made a motion
that South 4th Street be converted to a one way street southbound between 13th Avenue and 
15th Avenue, but the motion died for lack of a second.

After further discussion, Keep moved, Booy seconded that South 4th Street be converted to a
one way street southbound between 13th Avenue and 15th Avenue, and parking be restricted 
on the east side of South 4th Street between 13th Avenue East and 15th Avenue East.  The 



vote was: YES – Keep, Booy and Comfort; No – Zobel and Barnhart.  Motion carried.

Consider recommending approval of changes to the Oskaloosa Municipal Code Section 
12.28.060 regarding driveway culverts.
Booy explained the new materials for driveway culverts weren’t available at the time the 
code was adopted and now they are so the code needs to be changed.  Booy said he had 
concerns about this product in commercial conditions.  He felt commercial applications need 
to be looked at, not sure the product can handle heavy truck traffic.  Zobel mentioned that 
Marshalltown required a permit, that requests were handled on a case-to-case basis.  Booy 
said each project has to be approved by staff.  Keep said could approve just for residential 
use.  Comfort moved, Keep seconded that Oskaloosa Municipal Code Section 12.28.060 be 
amended to allow the new materials to be used for residential projects.  The vote was: YES – 
Zobel, Barnhart, Booy, Comfort and Keep; No – None.  Motion carried.

Since his term on the commission is up at the end of the month, and he does not want to be 
considered for reappointment, Zobel asked if anyone was interested in being chair of the 
commission.  Booy moved, Comfort seconded that Booy be nominated for chair of the 
commission.  The vote was: YES – Zobel, Barnhart, Booy, Comfort and Keep; No – None.
Motion carried.

Chairman Zobel adjourned the meeting at 5:29 PM.

Minutes by Marilyn Johannes


