
MINUTES
OSKALOOSA PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES

MONDAY – DECEMBER 16, 2013 -- 4:00 P.M.

The meeting was called to order by Board president Judy Bishop. Roll call was taken by Board 
secretary Susan Hasso with Trustees Paul Groenenboom, Chris Harbour, Sally Posovich, and 
Candace Slobe present. Also present was Library Director William Ottens.

Minutes: Bishop called for a motion to approve the minutes of the November 25, 2013, Board 
meeting. Motion was made by Posovich, seconded by Groenenboom, to approve the minutes of 
the November 25, 2013, Board meeting. Motion passed.

Board Correspondence, Public Input or Friends Report: None

Director’s Report:  Library Director William Ottens highlighted some of the items in his report 
to the Board.
Events and Programs Update: William said that there has been a drop in attendance for some of 
the preschool and baby story times since the end of Summer Reading. However, there is a core 
group of parents who bring their children. In January, Liz will be changing the story time 
schedule to preschool story times on Wednesday and Friday at 10:30 a.m. and “Baby and Me” on 
Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. She doesn’t plan to offer an evening program because no one has been 
attending the Family Story time on Thursday evenings for some time now.

Afterschool programs each Tuesday are going well with good attendance. Every month, there’s a 
Lego Club, a craft day, and a STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math) 
program. The Teen Advisory Board put together a Doctor Who themed float for the Lighted 
Christmas parade. Dungeons and Dragons has turned out to be the most popular program for 
teens with good participation each week. Chess Club hasn’t drawn anyone since the end of 
summer, so it will be discontinued until June. This year’s teen programming will end with an 
Ugly Sweater Holiday Party on Wednesday the 16th.

The Make It and Take It holiday crafting series for all ages went well, and the programs had good 
attendance throughout.

Library Board Assessment: Included in the Board packets was a Library Board assessment, 
which served as the topic of this month’s continuing education discussion. The members of the 
Board discussed the strengths and weaknesses of the Board. 

Committee Reports:
Staff Committee – Jane Ireland, chair: None.

Budget & Finance Committee – Judy Bishop, chair: The Budget and Finance Committee met 
to go over the library’s FY 13/14 amended budget and FY 14/15 proposed budget. The budget 
will be presented to the city manager and city clerk for their recommendations. Then the FY 
13/14 amended budget and FY 14/15 proposed budget will be brought back to the Board for their 
approval. The budget will also be approved by the City Council.
Policy & Planning Committee – Candace Slobe, chair: None.
Technology Committee – Kathy Rothfus, chair: None.
Building & Grounds – Michael Collins, chair: Chris Harbour told the Board that the leak in the 
sprinkler system has been fixed. The committee is still waiting for Shankster Masonry to provide 
an estimate on the repair of the staff entryway.



Unfinished Business: None.

New Business:
Contracting Cities Agreement: William told the Board that the Library contracts for library 
services with the six cities in Mahaska County that do not have libraries of their own: Beacon, 
Fremont, Keomah Village, Leighton, Rose Hill and University Park. William gave the Board a 
history of the agreement between the library and the contracting cities going back to the 1980’s. 
William presented to the Board a revision of the contract, which, with Board approval, he will be 
asking the governing officials of the contracting cities to sign and return to the library. Motion 
was made by Posovich, seconded by Slobe, to approve the revised contract with the six 
contracting cities. Motion passed. 

2014 Board Meeting Schedule: William asked for a motion to approve regular Board meetings 
to be held at 4:00 p.m. on the following dates in 2014:
January 27
February 24
March 24
April 28
May 19 (one week early because of Memorial Day)
June 23
July 28
August 25
September29
October 27
November 24
December 15 (one week early because of Christmas)

Motion was made by Harbour, seconded by Posovich, to approve the Board meeting schedule for 
next year as presented by William. Motion passed.

Approval of Claims: Motion was made by Groenenboom, seconded by Slobe, to approve 
payment of the December claims. Motion passed.

President’s Remarks: None

Adjournment: Motion was made by Slobe, seconded by Harbour, to adjourn. Motion passed.

The next regular meeting will be on Monday, January 27, 2013, at 4:00 p.m. in the library 
meeting room.

Respectfully submitted,

Susan Hasso
Library Administrative Assistant
for the Board


