
MINUTES
OSKALOOSA PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES

MONDAY – OCTOBER 28, 2013 -- 4:00 P.M.

The meeting was called to order by  Board president   Judy Bishop .   Roll call was taken by Board 
secretary Susan H asso with Trustees   Chris Harbour,  Jane Ireland ,  Sally  Posovich , and  Candace 
Slobe present. Also present was Library Director William Ottens.

Minutes:   Bishop  called for a motion to approve the minutes of the  September 23 , 2013 , Board 
meeting .   Motion was made by  Posovich , seconded by  Harbour,  to approve the minutes of  the  
September 23, 2013, Board meeting. Motion passed.

Board Correspondence,  Public Input  or Friends Report :   Minnie Richardson, newly elected 
president of the Friends of the Library, reported that the Friends met on October 17, and elected 
new officers. Richardson said that the Friends had 125 individual memberships, 37 family 
memberships, and 9 business memberships. The Friends  have  updated their by-laws to include a 
12 member board rather than 10. The Friends will also schedule a n  audit once a year. Richardson 
reported that the bricks and fence for the Reading Garden have been completed. On October 19 th , 
there was a tea to officially dedicate the Reading Garden. Suzette S triegel of the Iowa State 
Extension office gave a program on preparing plants for winter. Bishop thanked the Friends for 
all that they do for the library.

D irector’s Report:     Library Director William Ottens  highlighted some of the item s  in his report  
to the Board.
ILA : William said that he and  Youth Librarian  Liz  Anderson  had attended the Iowa Library 
Association conference in Coralville. They  had the opportunity to  m e et with other librarians , 
learn what other libraries are doing,  and  receive   c ontinuing  e d ucation on current trends and issues 
in the library profession.  William  was  asked to serve on the All Iowa Reads committee, which  
chose the book Little Wolves by Thomas Maltman for the 2014 All Iowa Reads.
Events and Programs : On October  7, the library hosted a s pecial concert for preschoolers and 
toddlers by Miss Julie, a musician and children’s librarian  from  Chicago.  On October 19 th , the 
Friends of the Library hosted a Tea Time in the Reading Garden to celebrate the completion of 
the Reading Garden and to share with  the Friends members the contributions of the group over 
the past year. In October, the free computer classes returned in the newly remodeled Technology 
Learning Lab. On November 12 th , the library will be hosting an Author Night with three award 
winning authors for children and young adults. Wendy Delsol is the author of the young adult 
trilogy:  Stork, Frost,  and  Flock . Brian Farrey is the author of  The Vengekeep Prophecies  and his 
latest book  The Shadowhand Covenant .   Kelly Barnhill is the author of the fantasy novel,  Iron   
Hearted Violet  and  The Mostly True Story of Jack . William and Nancy J. are collaborating on a 
series of craft programs for the first two Tuesdays and Thursdays of December.
Strategic Plan Progress Update : William went through the items on the Strategic Plan that he 
has been working on. He said that he plans to make a quarterly report to the Board on how the 
Strategic Plan is being implemented. 
Five Primary Roles of Public Library Board : William led a discussion of the five primary roles 
of Public Library Boards. 

1. Advocate for libraries and for the community.
2. Plan for the future of the library.
3. Monitor and evaluate the overall effectiveness of the library.
4. Adopt library policies.
5. Hire and evaluate the library director.



Committee Reports:
Staff Committee   –   Jane  Ireland, chair:   Ireland reported that the Staff committee will be doing 
an evaluation of the director. 

Budget & Finance Committee – Judy Bishop, chair: None
Policy & Planning Committee –  Candace Slobe, chair:   Slobe reported that they met on 
October 7 th  to review the Borrowing and Circulation Policy and to make a couple of changes to 
better reflect library procedure. The changes involve lowering the fine on toys, updating 
terminology, and asking those with a lost card to provide a photo id. to check out. The Policy and 
Planning Committee is setting up a schedule to review two policies quarterly on a 3-year cycle.
Technology Committee – Kathy Rothfus, chair: None.
Building & Grounds   –   Michael Collins, chair:   Harbour reported that the committee has 
discussed the maintenance of the Reading Garden.  It will be a combination of city and library 
staff to maintain the garden. The committee also discussed repairs to the staff entrance and the 
carpet cleaning. 

Unfinished Business: None.

New Business:
Borrowing and Circulation Policy amendments : Motion was made by Slobe, seconded by 
Posovich, to approve the changes to the Borrowing and Circulation Policy. Motion passed.
World Book Encyclopedia : Motion was made by Ireland, seconded by Slobe, to approve the 
purchase of the World Book Encyclopedia 2014 for $919.00 to be paid from the Leonard James 
Memorial. After brief discussion, the motion passed. 
Carpet Cleaning by Schneider Chem-Dry :  Motion was made by Harbour, seconded by 
Posovich, to approve the cleaning of the Library’s carpets by Schneider Chem-Dry not to exceed 
$1750.00 to be paid from the Library Maintenance Fund. Motion passed.

Approval of Claims :  Motion was made by  Slobe ,  seconded by  Posovich , to approve payment of 
the October claims. Motion passed.

President’s Remarks: None

Adjournment: Motion was made by Slobe, seconded by Ireland, to adjourn. Motion passed.

The next regular meeting will be on Monday,  November 25 ,   201 3 ,  at 4:00 p.m. in the library 
meeting room.

Respectfully submitted,

Susan Hasso
Library Administrative Assistant
for the Board


