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CITY OF OSKALOOSA
MINUTES OF PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION MEETING

October 14, 2013

A regularly scheduled meeting of the Planning and Zoning (P&Z) Commission for the City of 
Oskaloosa was called to order at 4:37 p.m. on Monday, October 14, 2013, by Chairmen Jon Zobel, at 
220 South Market Street, Oskaloosa, Iowa.  COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT: Chairmen Jon 
Zobel, Holden Barnhart, Brian Booy, Dan Karow, R. D. Keep, and Michelle Purdum;  COMMISSION 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Charlie Comfort;  CITY STAFF PRESENT:  Public Works Director: Akhilesh Pal
.

Minutes from the September 9, 2013 Planning and Zoning meeting.
Keep moved, Karow seconded to approve the minutes from the September 9, 2013 Planning and 
Zoning meeting.  The vote was: YES – Zobel, Barnhart, Booy, Karow, Keep, and Purdum; No – none; 
Absent – Comfort.  Abstain: None.  Motion carried.

P&Z member Charlie Comfort entered the meeting at 4:41 PM.

Consider a request to amend the zoning ordinance of the City of Oskaloosa, Iowa, by rezoning of the 
property located at 811 A Avenue West from Urban Corridor with A Avenue Commercial Corridor 
Overlay (UC/AV) District to General Commercial with A Avenue Commercial Corridor Overlay 
(GC/AV) District.
Karow indicated that the proposed site plan does not provide adequate parking spaces for the 
apartments and the laundry service.  Wyndell Campbell, State Farm Insurance business owner from 
the neighboring property at 801 A Avenue West also expressed concerns about parking from the 
proposed development. Since this was a rezone request, the P&Z members decided to review the 
parking criteria at the site plan review.  Staff recommended to deny this rezone request and take an 
action to change the zoning code for permitted uses 
Keep confirmed with staff to ensure that denying this request and taking an alternate action to amend 
the zoning code will allow the proposed laundry service at 811 A Ave West.  Keep moved, Comfort 
seconded to deny this request.  The vote was: YES – Zobel, Barnhart, Booy, Comfort, Karow, Keep, 
and Purdum; No – None; Absent – None.  Abstain: None.  Motion denied.

Consider an ordinance amending the City Code of the City of Oskaloosa, Iowa by amending 
provisions pertaining to Title 17 –“Zoning”, Chapter 17.08 “Zoning District Regulations,” Table 17.08B, 
“Permitted Uses by Zoning District” to conditionally permit ‘Laundry Services’ within Mixed Use Urban 
Corridor zoning district.
P&Z members and staff discussed the location of existing laundry services in the Community 
Commercial zoning district and the location of proposed laundry service in the Mixed Use Urban 
Corridor zoning district.  Karow moved, Keep seconded to approve the zoning ordinance amendment 
to conditionally permit laundry services in a Mixed Use Urban corridor district and Community 
Commercial district.  The vote was: YES – Zobel, Barnhart, Booy, Comfort, Karow, Keep, and 
Purdum; No – None; Absent – None.  Abstain: None.  Motion carried.

Consider an ordinance establishing a no parking zone along the south side of 5th Avenue East 
between South 7th Street and South 8th Street.
Barnhart moved, Karow seconded to approve the parking restriction along the south side of 5th 
Avenue East between South 7th Street and South 8th Street.  The vote was: YES – Zobel, Barnhart, 
Booy, Comfort, Karow, Keep, and Purdum; No – None; Absent – None.  Abstain: None.  Motion 
carried.

Consider an ordinance amending the City Code of the City of Oskaloosa, Iowa by amending 
provisions pertaining to Title 17 –“Zoning”, Chapter 17.30 “Sign Regulations”, Section 17.30.030 – 
“General sign and street graphics regulations”, Subsection 17.30.030 D. 1. – “Real Estate Signs”.
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Zobel recommended that real estate signs on commercial developments with more than 2 acres 
cannot exceed 8 feet in horizontal dimension and 4 feet in vertical dimension.  The P&Z members 
agreed that real estate signs on residential developments and commercial developments with less 
than 2 acres cannot exceed 9 square feet in area. The commission decided not to take any action on 
the time frame to remove signs, distance of signs from curbline, and additional directional signs.  
Comfort moved, Karow seconded to approve the real estate sign regulations with stipulations.  The 
vote was: YES – Zobel, Barnhart, Booy, Comfort, Karow, Keep, and Purdum; No – None; Absent – 
None.  Abstain: Purdum.  Purdum abstained from voting because she is a realtor.  Motion carried.

Consider a site plan for redeveloping the property at 1405 A Avenue West to add a Jimmy Johns 
restaurant and drive through.
Barnhart moved, Purdum seconded to approve the site plan with staff recommended stipulations.  
The vote was: YES – Zobel, Barnhart, Booy, Comfort, Karow, Keep, and Purdum; No – None; Absent – 
None.  Abstain: None.  Motion carried.

Consider a site plan for redeveloping the property at 214 Highway 432 to add a seed storage facility 
for agricultural sales and service.
The P&Z members decided to waive the requirements for hard surface on the proposed driveway and 
also require the submitted plans to be certified by a licensed engineer or architect pending council 
approval.
Keep moved, Purdum seconded to approve the site plan with staff recommended stipulations.  The 
vote was: YES – Zobel, Barnhart, Booy, Comfort, Karow, Keep, and Purdum; No – None; Absent – 
None.  Abstain: None.  Motion carried.

Consider a plan to build a memorial shelter at the Edmundson Park.
Staff indicated not to take any action on this item as more information will be provided to the P&Z in 
future meetings.  The P&Z tabled this item for future discussion.  Comfort moved, Purdum seconded 
to table this request.  The vote was: YES – Zobel, Barnhart, Booy, Comfort, Karow, Keep, and 
Purdum; No – None; Absent – None.  Abstain: None.  Motion carried.

Chairmen Zobel adjourned the meeting at 5:58 PM.

Minutes by Akhilesh Pal


