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CITY OF OSKALOOSA
MINUTES OF PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION MEETING

August 12, 2013

A regularly scheduled meeting of the Planning and Zoning Commission for the City of Oskaloosa was 
called to order at 4:34 p.m. on Monday, August 12, 2013, by Chairmen Jon Zobel, at 220 South 
Market Street, Oskaloosa, Iowa.  COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT: Chairmen Jon Zobel, 
Charlie Comfort, Dan Karow, and Michelle Purdum;  COMMISSION MEMBERS ABSENT: Holden 
Barnhart, Brian Booy and R. D. Keep;  CITY STAFF PRESENT:  Public Works Director: Akhilesh Pal.

Minutes from the July 8, 2013 Planning and Zoning meeting.
Karow moved, Purdum seconded to approve the minutes from the July 8, 2013 Planning and Zoning 
meeting.  The vote was: YES – Zobel, Karow, and Purdum; No – none; Absent – Barnhart, Booy, and 
Keep.  Abstain: Comfort.  Comfort abstained from voting because he was not present at the July 8, 
2013 meeting.  Motion carried.

Consider a request to amend the zoning ordinance of the City of Oskaloosa, Iowa, by rezoning of the 
property located at 214 Hwy 432 from Urban Corridor with A Avenue Commercial Corridor Overlay 
(UC/AV) District to General Commercial (GC) District.
The commission members questioned the applicant on the land use, usage of heavier vehicles and 
traffic circulation.  They discussed about the impact of land uses in a GC district and to avoid spot 
zoning.  They also discussed about the small strip of parcel just north of the 214 Highway 432 that will
remain as a UC/AV district if this rezone request is approved.  However, they considered the time 
constraint of the applicant and agreed to approve this rezone request.  Purdum moved, Karow 
seconded to approve the rezone request.  The vote was: YES – Zobel, Comfort, Karow, and Purdum; 
No – none; Absent – Barnhart, Booy, and Keep.  Motion carried.

Discussion on the City Code of the City of Oskaloosa, Iowa by reviewing provisions pertaining to 
Chapter 17.30 – “Sign Regulations”, regarding the real estate signs.
The commission members discussed about the size of real estate signs in residential and non 
residential districts, setback from property lines, and the general literature of the ordinance.  They all 
agreed that maximum size of 6 square feet is adequate in residential districts.  Comfort moved, 
Karow seconded to have the staff present a zoning ordinance amendment on their meeting on 
September 9, 2013.  The vote was: YES – Zobel, Comfort, and Karow; No – none; Absent – Barnhart, 
Booy, and Keep.  Abstain: Purdum.  Purdum abstained from voting because she is a realtor.  Motion 
carried.

Discussion on vice chair person
The commission members discussed about the need and the options to elect a vice chair.  Chairmen 
Zobel elected Comfort for the vice chair.  Karow moved, Purdum seconded to approve Charlie 
Comfort as the vice chair of the planning and zoning commission.  The vote was: YES – Zobel, 
Karow, and Purdum; No – none; Absent – Barnhart, Booy, and Keep.  Motion carried.  Abstain: 
Comfort.  Comfort abstained from voting because he was being elected as the vice chair.  Motion 
carried.

Chairmen Zobel adjourned the meeting at 5:12 PM.

Minutes by Akhilesh Pal


