
CITY OF OSKALOOSA
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
November 9, 2015

A regularly-scheduled meeting of the Planning and Zoning (P&Z) Commission for the City of 
Oskaloosa was called to order at 4:31 p.m. on Monday, November 9, 2015, by Pamela Blomgren, at 
220 South Market Street, Oskaloosa, Iowa.  

COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT: Pamela Blomgren, Wyndell Campbell, R. D. Keep and Stephen 
Tews.  COMMISSION MEMBERS ABSENT: Andrew Jensen, Sarah Tarbell and Gabriel Wagner.  CITY 
STAFF PRESENT: Akhilesh Pal, Dylan Mulfinger and Marilyn Johannes.  OTHERS PRESENT:  Ken Allsup, 
Osky News (left at 4:55 p.m.).

Minutes from the October 12, 2015 Planning and Zoning Commission meeting.
It was moved by Tews, seconded by Keep to approve the October 12, 2015 Planning and Zoning 
Commission minutes.  Motion carried unanimously.

Minutes from the October 13, 2015 Planning and Zoning Commission special meeting.
It was moved by Campbell, seconded by Keep to approve the October 13, 2015 Planning and Zoning 
Commission special meeting minutes.  Motion carried unanimously.

Consider an ordinance amending the Oskaloosa Municipal Code 12.40.00 Trees, 15.04.04.230 Permit 
Application Plans and Specifications, and 17.34.020 Site Plan Review Procedure.
Dylan Mulfinger, Management Analyst, gave a presentation regarding revisions to the tree ordinance,
the progress of the SUFTA grant and the benefits of trees and told the committee they could ask 
questions and make comments during the presentation.  

Campbell said he would like to see requirements regarding the planting of trees on new 
development, even residential properties.  Tews said he believes the city should encourage and 
recommend the planting of trees but not require property owners to plant them.  Campbell said if 
just recommend and not require, historically usually doesn’t happen.  Tews said might be better to 
approve the ordinance as is and determine if changes need to be made later.  Blomgren said she 
would rather see changes implemented now if needed.  Pal told the committee the ordinance 
already deals with recommendations in Section 12.40.040(2).  

Keep asked about tree removal in regard to permit and insurance requirement for property owner.  
Mulfinger said the city cannot require a property owner to remove a dead or diseased tree and if the
tree is in the right-of-way, the city is responsible for removal.  Keep asked what happens if a property 
owner wants a tree in the right-of-way removed and it is not dead or diseased.  Mulfinger said it 
would up to the urban forester whether or not the tree could be removed and the owner or tree 
contractor would have to obtain the permit and provide proof of insurance if the urban forester 
approves of removal of the tree. 

Campbell told staff in the future he would like to have edited portions in an ordinance noted in the 
document by using different colors so it would be easier to see what changes were made to the 
original ordinance.



It was moved by Tews, seconded by Campbell to approve the ordinance as presented.

Blomgren said she was not finished with discussion and said she would like information regarding the
plan for replacement of trees when a diseased tree is removed.  Pal said if good enough reason like 
disease or safety, trees are removed, but don’t require replacement due to cost, depends on 
whether have budgeted funds.  

Mulfinger said the list of recommended trees was not included in the code because every time the 
list would change, the ordinance would need to be amended and it is better to contact the urban 
forester and have him recommend the type of replacement tree.

Mulfinger said the city adopts a fee schedule every year which includes the assessment costs for 
trim trimming.  Mulfinger said the assessments are high enough to encourage property owners to 
trim their trees themselves or hire it done.

Keep asked if he wants to plant trees in right-of-way adjacent to his property concerned that rest of 
neighborhood doesn’t have trees.  Mulfinger said not necessary for neighbors to plant trees, need to 
start somewhere.  

Committee asked about Section 12.40.040 in regard to arrangement of content.  Pal said numbering 
needs to be corrected in Section 12.40.040.  

Blomgren recommended approval as presented with numbering corrected in Section 12.040.040 and
Campbell (made motion) and Tews (second) agreed.  It was moved by Campbell, seconded by Tews 
to recommend approval of the ordinance amending the Oskaloosa Municipal Code 12.40.00 Trees, 
15.04.04.230 Permit Application Plans and Specifications, and 17.34.020 Site Plan Review Procedure 
with the numbering corrected in Section 12.40.040.  Motion carried unanimously.

Campbell said he would like a letter drafted for the next meeting regarding support for staff to send 
to the City Council.

Consider approval of the final plat for the Spring Creek Subdivision and waiver of the preliminary plat.
The plat is for the property annexed into the city that consists of land where the wastewater 
treatment plant and animal shelter are located.  Pal said the City Council named the road into 
wastewater treatment plant and animal shelter North 17th Street and said the property was annexed 
to assist with getting funding for replacement of the bridge to the wastewater treatment plant.  Pal 
explained there is no need for approval of a preliminary plat because there is no development or 
utilities on the street.  It was moved by Campbell, seconded by Keep to approve the final plat for the 
Spring Creek Subdivision and waive the preliminary plat.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Consider the vacation and sale of the 120’ X 16.5’ section of the north-south alley adjacent to 411 
North H Street & 902 D Avenue West.
Pal told the commission that all five adjoining property owners were in favor of the vacation.  Tews 
said he visited the area and he thought the sale of the alley would hinder access to the garage at 
911.  Pal said the owner of 911 initially objected but changed their mind.  It was moved by Campbell, 
seconded by Blomgren to approve the vacation and sale of the 120’ x 16.5’ section of the north-
south alley adjacent to 411 North H Street & 902 D Avenue West.  Motion carried with Blomgren, 
Campbell and Keep voting aye and Tews voting nay.  



It was moved by Keep, seconded by Campbell to adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 5:45 p.m.

Minutes by Marilyn Johannes


