
CITY OF OSKALOOSA
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
October 12, 2015

A regularly-scheduled meeting of the Planning and Zoning (P&Z) Commission for the City of 
Oskaloosa was called to order at 4:30 p.m. on Monday, October 12, 2015, by Pamela Blomgren, at 
220 South Market Street, Oskaloosa, Iowa.  

COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT: Pamela Blomgren, Wyndell Campbell, Andrew Jensen, R. D. Keep, 
Sarah Tarbell, Stephen Tews and Gabriel Wagner.  COMMISSION MEMBERS ABSENT: None.  CITY 
STAFF PRESENT: Akhilesh Pal, Wyatt Russell and Marilyn Johannes.  OTHERS PRESENT:  None.

Minutes from the September 14, 2015 Planning and Zoning Commission meeting.
It was moved by Keep, seconded by Jensen to approve the September 14, 2015 Planning and Zoning 
Commission minutes.  Motion carried unanimously.

To determine if a quorum would be present Jensen asked commission members if they would be 
able to attend the special Planning & Zoning Commission meeting Tuesday, October 13, 2015, at 4:30 
p.m. to consider approval of a site plan from Iowa Wood Preservers.

Blomgren asked the commission to consider prioritizing the agenda items for discussion noting that 
each of the items could take a lot of discussion for one meeting.  Tews suggested discussing each 
item for five minutes.

Discussion of existing lots that do not meet current zoning requirements.
Campbell suggested setting a date of record and state the provisions with lots with structures on 
them built before the date being able to rebuild and new construction after the date of record 
having to comply with current zoning requirements.  Jensen suggested that staff provide the 
commission with different options to consider at a future meeting taking into consideration what 
other cities do that have same situation.

Discussion of sidewalk requirements for all new development.
Consensus of the commission after discussion was that in order to have connectivity of sidewalks in 
the city, sidewalks need to start somewhere; any redevelopment needs sidewalks; need 
standardized language so sidewalks become a priority; need language to get sidewalks in place.  The 
commission directed staff to provide the commission with examples to consider, recommendations 
for residential and commercial properties.

Discussion of city-wide alley vacations.

(Tarbell left the meeting at 5:10 p.m.)

Campbell said he believes all alleys should be deeded to the adjoining property owners and get the 
property on the tax rolls.  Commission members discussed access to garages, utility easements and 
other situations where circumstances might need to be dealt with.  It was suggested that exceptions 
be dealt with first.  Blomgren asked if need to address as a policy.  Campbell said could do by 



quadrant.  Give ownership to property owners unless an exception is filed.  Campbell said this was 
done in the city of Miami, Dade County, Florida in the 90’s so the city did not have to maintain the 
alleys.  The commission asked staff to research the matter, no action now, and consider this matter a
low priority that could be put on hold for 6-9 months.

Discussion of extension of North E Street between B Avenue West and C Avenue West.
Tews reiterated that he would like to see E Avenue put through to C Avenue.  Jensen and Keep said 
they didn’t see this as a priority and they consider the area a great housing/redevelopment 
opportunity.  Blomgren agreed, not a priority.

Discussion of the two mile extension of extra territorial zoning surrounding Oskaloosa.
Jensen said he thought the matter was worth exploring.  Blomgren agreed.  Jensen said Mahaska 
County is one of the few counties in Iowa that does not have zoning requirements.  Jensen said need 
to protect the area around Oskaloosa.  Jensen said he talked to the Mahaska County Board of 
Supervisors and they said do it.  It was asked how we deal with University Park and Beacon since 
they are incorporated.  The commission asked that the matter be put back on an agenda within six 
months.  

Blomgren said she considered item B (Discussion of sidewalks requirements for all new 
development) the top priority and item A (Discussion on existing lots that do not meet current 
zoning requirements) the second priority.

The meeting adjourned at 5:46 p.m.

Minutes by Marilyn Johannes


