
CITY OF OSKALOOSA
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
September 14, 2015

A regularly-scheduled meeting of the Planning and Zoning (P&Z) Commission for the City of 
Oskaloosa was called to order at 4:31 p.m. on Monday, September 14, 2015, by Pamela Blomgren at 
220 South Market Street, Oskaloosa, Iowa.  

COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT: Pamela Blomgren, Wyndell Campbell, Andrew Jensen, R. D. Keep, 
Stephen Tews, and Gabriel Wagner.  COMMISSION MEMBERS ABSENT: Sarah Tarbell.  CITY STAFF 
PRESENT:  Akhilesh Pal, Wyatt Russell, Dylan Mulfinger and Marilyn Johannes.  OTHERS PRESENT:  
Chris and Todd Roach, Jay Wills, Bob Nielsen, and representatives of architectural firm Community 
Living Solutions.

Minutes from the August 10, 2015 Planning and Zoning Commission regular meeting.
Campbell said the minutes needed to be amended to reflect the fact that Tews said he would not 
amend his motion regarding approval of the site plan for the property located at 132 Pella Avenue 
with the required sidewalks but not the required paved driveway approaches to include the paved 
driveway approaches.  Tews agreed.  It was moved by Campbell, seconded by Tews to approve the 
August 10, 2015 Planning and Zoning Commission meeting minutes as amended.  Motion carried 
with all aye votes except Keep who abstained because he was not present at the August 10, 2015 
meeting.

Consider a certificate of appropriateness to paint the exterior stairwell located at 219 High Avenue 
East.
Normally this matter would be dealt with by the Historic Preservation Commission.  However, the 
Historic Preservation Commission did not have a quorum at their meeting on September 2, 2015, 
and as Oskaloosa Municipal Code Section 2.84.9050E states, if no quorum exists at the Historic 
Preservation Commission meeting, the agenda item will be forwarded to the next meeting of the 
Planning and Zoning Commission. 

It was moved by Campbell, seconded by Keep to approve the certificate of appropriateness to paint 
the exterior stairwell located at 219 High Avenue East the color Sierra Redwood.  The vote was: YES – 
Blomgren, Campbell, Jensen, Keep, Tews, and Wagner.  No – none.  Motion carried.

Distribution of Planning and Zoning Commission Introduction Packets.
Dylan Mulfinger, Management Analyst, distributed introduction packets to the Planning and Zoning 
Commission.  Mulfinger explained the purpose of the packet and asked the commission to look the 
information over and feel free to comment and make suggestions regarding the information in the 
packet.

Consider a site plan for the Crystal Heights Care Center expansion project located at 1514 High 
Avenue West.
Pal explained there are five stipulations listed but the sidewalk requirements are only 
recommendations, not code requirements.  Pal said that since the agenda item was prepared the 



engineering consultant, Garden & Associates, made changes to the site plan to indicate a separate 6”
water line to the proposed hydrant.

It was moved by Campbell, seconded by Keep to approve the site plan for Crystal Heights Care 
Center expansion project located at 1514 High Avenue West with all of the stipulations.  Campbell 
was in favor of staff recommended landscaping but suggested that stipulation 3 and 4 be removed 
due to City Council’s recent recommendations regarding connectivity to other sidewalks.

Tom Martin, with the architectural firm Community Living Solutions, said they were willing to add 
landscaping recommended by the city, but would like to have a mechanical engineer do tests on the 
6” water line to investigate whether the line was sufficient enough regarding flow and pressure; and 
if it meets fire department requirements, to extend the 6” main and not be required to connect to 
the 8” main on South L Street.

Campbell said he was okay with the 6” main if it is proved to be sufficient and was willing to amend 
his motion to reflect that recommendation.  Campbell said he likes the idea of sidewalks but until 
City Council changes the code regarding sidewalk requirements he does not believe they should be 
required.

Jensen said he did not want to require the 8” main preferred by the Water Department but he 
would like to have the sidewalks installed.

Tom Martin said he is willing to put in the sidewalks when other properties in the area have 
sidewalks, then they are willing to connect to their sidewalks.  He said he believes a dead-end 
sidewalk is a safety issue without connections to other sidewalks.

Jensen asked what the code requirements are for sidewalks.  Russell said in residential subdivisions 
consisting of three or more lots sidewalks are required.

Tews suggested that sidewalks be required eventually.  Campbell asked about making a 
recommendation that sidewalk be put in at a future time.  Pal said yes, the City Council has required 
sidewalks at a later time for some projects such as the Nazarene Church and the property at 132 
Pella Avenue.

Jensen said he was okay with amending the motion to eliminate the 8” water main requirement and 
require sidewalks along High Avenue West when adjoining property has sidewalks and the city 
requires it.   Pal asked if the site plan should be changed to reflect sidewalks.  Pal said he believes the
site plan should have sidewalks on it if the developer is going to be required to put sidewalks in on a 
future date.

Tom Martin said as long as there will be connectivity to L Street when they are required to put 
sidewalks in, they will include sidewalks on the site plan.

Blomgren asked if it would be less confusing to vote on the original motion and then consider a 
motion with recommended stipulations.  Blomgren called for a vote on the original motion.  The vote
was: YES – none.  No – Blomgren, Campbell, Jensen, Keep, Tews and Wagner.  Motion defeated.



It was moved by Campbell, seconded by Jensen to approve the site plan with the following 
stipulations: (1) Landscaping or a barrier be installed along the parking to restrict motor vehicle 
headlights reflecting onto residential properties; (2) The sidewalks on High Avenue West not be 
immediately required, but could be required to be installed at a future time determined by the city; 
and (3) If the developer can prove to the Fire Department that the existing 6” water line will meet 
the requirements for the proposed hydrant and the existing sprinkler system, then the developer 
can connect the proposed hydrant to the existing 6” water line.  If not, then the developer will need 
to provide a separate 6” water line to the proposed hydrant. The vote was: YES – Blomgren, 
Campbell, Jensen, Keep, Tews and Wagner.  No – none.  Motion carried.

Campbell requested that staff have sidewalks included on all site plans in the future.  Campbell said 
he would also like to explore the possibility of transferring ownership of all residential alleys to 
adjoining property owners to get the real estate on the tax rolls.  Campbell said he would like a legal 
opinion from the city attorney.

Jensen said it would be worth exploring especially if the 10’ added to the lots would affect having to 
get a variance.  Russell said it depends on frontage and other factors.

Tews said he would like to see North E Street extended to C Avenue West.  Pal said such a project 
would need to be included in the city’s comprehensive plan.

It was moved by Campbell, seconded by Keep that the meeting adjourn.  Motion carried with all aye 
votes.  The meeting adjourned at 5:35 p.m.

Minutes by Marilyn Johannes


